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STRATEGIC GAP — West- 
moreland has relied largely 


trained to figl 
war. Wes tin or) 


Vietnamese 
ire-equipped loj 


>C 


invader 

ing.” 


is 


The United States cannot 
afford to wait until Gen. Wil- 
liam Westmoreland’s delayed 
departure from Vietnam next 
July to repair his failures. 

Here are problems that need) 
immediate attention: 

, INTELLIGENCE GAP — It 
is now clear that our policy 
: makers have been basing their 
war plans upon faulty intelli- 
gence. Before the Communist 
Tet offensive, Secretary of 
State Rusk justified his hawk- 
: ish views by showing inti- 
1 mates a confidential report 
from Saigon. We havqr now ob- 
tained a. copy of this p're-Tet. 

document'. It’s amazing in itsphstic estimates of Commu- 

errors, yet it had great influ ' 

ence on Rusk’s thinking. 

“We have mounting evi- 
dence that the Southern-born 
; enemy is rapidly losing heart 
ifor the war,” declared the re- 
port. “Once the enemy was 
able to recruit about 7000 men 
per month from the popula- 
tion. Now we believe fewer 
ithan 3500 are recruited; and 
I many of these are boys 14 and 
jl5 years of age. Women are 
I also being recruited where 


possible in order to release* ’strength by as much as 130,- 
more men to combat. i 000. 

“No doubt the enemy is try- ' 
ing to offset his recruiting de- 
ficiency in the Souiii by in- j. ... ... , , 

creasing his rate of infiltra- convcntlonal strategy to : p j R llas „; V( 

tion from the North. While we j . a V?. c “’ y v ' 10 ias I support to , 
do not know just how success,! fu ? (d \° f Rllt f cc . orw !"" t ”, the / 
ful he is, we believe ho has ! ? ‘n °V. t Vr t ' le - v \ Gst 
not sent South enough men to !^.°‘ rLV'ri*?°*h S ‘ r’/ a > y , 0 c? e . rV ‘ 
offset his losses during the | ° lS „, \ c Unlt , cc \ States 

past several months. Wc be-l ! v-’,,”Jl,3u V .f i dl i ne , r et . tcr , 1 it,- 
lieve the tide has turned and | 'h 0 ’, ^‘*1 ’ ant l ! lnc , .. fa m' , °,l L r cn 1 ^WSlmorolnnd 
the enemy strength is on their 4 icaiiit.d in World War; of our forces 
decline ^herc S ’? d , sludicd <he wars ' August,, 1964 

faltering morale and disci- ’ “ Ln ' " as hnnled al 


insurgency for 
how to figh 
warfare. 

MANPOWE 


pline among the Southern! ,^ loro nnfl more, our troops ! advising the 5<puth Vietnamese 
enemy — the time Vietcong. n c ' . themselves operating! army- 
There are fewer but signifi-j lr0lr ! 101 'tilled strongholds into '\ as tlien only, 
cant signs that the Northern country, just as thep 11 ^ urging, tli 


op commitment 
27,000 men. At 
jere. has been a j 
jrense in Ameri- 
iday. The parallel is~height*j can participation; The troop' 

■ Icnod by the Marines at Khe- : st ^«Gtli is now close to 600,- 


likcwi.se weaken- 1 cava1r >’ did in Sitting Bull's {continuing iucj 


y 


t a conventional 
Rand has large- 
ly ignored pleijis that the South 
retrained and 
fight guerrillas, 
only nominal 
own counter- 
cos. which know 


eu 

his 


Vielcong-style 

t GAP — When 
took command, 
in Vietnam in 
tlie U.S. role 
jmost entirely to 


rpl, . rp , 0 . -lUitTl Uy LUC *UiU UK'S «U IVIlC* ! OLl 

,™t n,c in ‘ 0 ’ cn T slv ^sanh. who must know how'000 men. 

iVn'vf.mVo St 1 e ' oppo 'V I .' nii ^Custer's troops felt at the' Of thos 
Novembei we reported lam. Little Big Horn. . to 100, 00( 


sc 600*000, only 65,000 
,000 men are in combat. 
The rest are behind desks or 
.•wages and storehouses — a 


Westmoreland’s former intclli-i , , 

gence chief, Maj. Gen. Joseph;., , K “esnnh the Marines 

Alexander McChrisHan wi«P llui themselves crowded into: - — -. *■ 

transferred to Ft! Hood' Tex ! a ^IVs-oye, pounded from all,^ aU( ' racy ^ a million 

because his bosses in the ! s,dos b V Communist artillery. j 
Pentagon didn’t like his pcssi-' ■ Lrainn f , as a sh . ock force, to j . . 

1 • be used m offensive situations,!,, • , t n ( stated, i 

the Marines haven’t done an n 'suienL Johnson. 


nist infiltration and recruit- 
ment. They preferred to be- 
lieve lower, more comfortable 
estimates of enemy strength. 

The Air Force, in particular, 
disputed MeChristi ail’s fig- 
ures, because they implied! 
that Air Force bombing was! 


adequate job of digging in for 
defensive trench warfare. 

In the Mekong Delta, mean- 
while, Army units trained for 
foxhole fighting are being 
used in amphibious assaults 
against the fleeting guerrillas 


in 


decisions 
in part, by 
The gen- 
eral ruefully refers to the 
heat from the White House as 
“the blowtorch.” LBJ has 
shown his gratitude by ap- 
pointing Westmoreland to be 
the next Army Chief of Staff, 
which, though a kick upstairs, 


U°on from n u,o d Xth he at Khcsanh, and 

tion liom the noith. the Marines in the Delta. 

Today intelligence experts 
generally agree that McChris- 
tian was right, that the official 


the swamps. They should is nevertheless a promotion.* 


figures underestimated enemy 


1960, Doli-McCluro Syndicate, Tnc. 

Drew Pearson will report on 


The South Vietnamese army a whisper campaign against 
has also been organized by its President Johnson jin his broad- 
American advisors in the! cost with Jack Anderson over 
image of the U.S. Army, I Radio WTOP today at 6:40 p.m. 
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